
MUA-x25 & x75: Applied Piano Lessons   

Cornerstone University //  
 

Matthew Westerholm  

C: 616.481.4920 (before 9:00 PM, please.) 

 

Course Description: Foundational to the development of skills in a 

performance area, weekly one-half hour or hour private lessons. 

 

Course Outcomes: 

Upon successful completion of the course, the student will  

1. Admire the God who created our world – receiving music as a gift from 

Him; 

2. Understand music as a part of the created cosmos; 

3. Generate godly habits of judgment to inform the practicalities of making 

and hearing music. 

 

Required Items:  

The Holy Bible. Bring an ESV, NIV, or NRSV translation of the Old and New 

Testaments to each lesson. 

(The following items are to be purchased.) 

 

Metronome. You must possess (and regularly use) a loud metronome that is 

able to replicate tempos up to 208.  Digital is preferred, as is a “head 

phone jack” with headphones. The Korg MA30 or comparable is 

standard. 

Three-Ring Binder. Bring a binder (either ½” or 1” size) with 50 sheets of blank 

college–ruled line paper. 



Course Requirements: 

1. Attendance: 40% 

Students are expected to be punctual and prepared with their assignment each 

week.  A punctual student will be ready to begin at the designated time, in the 

designated room. A prepared student will have ALL materials with them.  

Students are taught a minimum of twelve lessons.  Students are expected to 

attend all lessons with only one absence is allowed.  Two tardies (a tardy = less 

than 10 minutes late) are counted as one absence.  Since there is not an 

“excused absence” procedure, you would be wise to save our “your cuts” for 

illness or bad weather.   

More than one absence will result in grade reduction, and more than four will 

result in an automatic failure for the course. 

Make up lessons are only available for illness, family emergency, or official 

school activity. Only ONE will be given per student. 

2. Preparation and attitude:  40% 

Preparation will be evaluated each week.  To receive the same assignment 

again should be seen as a failure. 

Students taking half-hour (1 credit) lessons should be prepared to practice six 

hours a week.  Students taking full hour (2 credit) lessons should expect to 

practice at least 14 a week.  Piano performance majors should exceed these 

expectations. 

PRACTICE FACILITIES:  Practice rooms are available throughout Gordon Hall.  

Food and drink (except water) are not permitted in the practice rooms.  Close 

windows, turn off lights, and remove your belongings when you are leaving the 

practice room.  Please review the Fine Arts Division Handbook for further 

details.   

Students who are concerned they may not understand the expectations of the 

next lesson are to call the instructor as soon as possible to avoid wasting a 

lesson. 

2. Performance & participation at required events: 5% 

All music majors are expected to perform in convocation or in a studio recital 

each semester.  See the Fine Arts Division Handbook for further guidelines and 

procedures. 

4.  Final Jury: 15% 

 

 



Grading Scale:   

A: 94 – 100 

A-: 90 – 93 

B+: 87 – 89 

B: 83 – 86 

B-: 80 – 82 

C+: 77 – 79 

C: 73 – 76 

C-: 70 – 72 

D+: 67 – 69 

D: 63 – 66 

D-: 60 – 62 

F: Below 60 

 

Inclusive Language: 

As noted in the Cornerstone academic catalog, writing and discussion should reflect the 

Cornerstone’s policy on inclusive language when referring to other people, regardless of 

their gender, nationality, culture, social class or religion. 

Copyright Violation and Plagiarism:   

Copyright violation and plagiarism have serious ramifications for Cornerstone students, 

both legally (the former) and ethically (the latter). Unauthorized copying or use of 

copyrighted materials, including downloaded files of various kinds, can result in criminal 

charges and fines. Plagiarizing another’s words or ideas (passing them off as your own) 

can result in loss of grade or failure. For a fuller explanation of these issues or of CU’s 

copyright policy, see Miller Library’s website under “Research: Copyright Questions.” 

Disability accommodation: 

The University will make reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities, in 

compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and with the Americans 

with Disabilities Act of 1990.  The purpose of accommodation is to provide equal access 

to educational opportunities to students affected by disabilities, and the university does 

not intend that the standards be altered, nor that the essential elements of programs or 

courses be changed.  Students having documented disabilities may apply for 

accommodations through Student Disability Services (SDS), which is part of the 

Cornerstone University Learning Center located in Miller Hall on the main campus.   

In the event that students have questions regarding whether they are eligible for 

accommodations, how they might provide appropriate documentation of disabilities, or 

how they might handle a disagreement with a professor over questions of 

accommodation, the Director of Academic Support should be contacted immediately at 

(616) 222-1596 or via email at learningcenter@cornerstone.edu.  Further information 

about applying for and utilizing accommodations is provided in the Student Handbook 

and on the university’s website. 


